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Dear Friends of BroadStage

Welcome back to BroadStage, and thank you for joining us this month! 
This April, we are thrilled to showcase an extraordinary lineup of 
performances that celebrate a rich variety of musical genres and feature 
some of our most cherished series here at BroadStage.

We kick off the month with the Emmet Cohen Trio (April 4), led by the 
remarkable Emmet Cohen, who was hailed by All About Jazz as “one of the 
finest piano players to emerge in decades.” You will be dancing in your seat–
prepare to be captivated by the trio’s charisma, energy, and world-class 
talent. Next, we bring you our second blackbox installment of the year:  
Ellis Hall, “The Ambassador of Soul” (April 26). With his incredible five-
octave range and memorable tenure as lead vocalist for Tower of Power,  
Ellis will have us dancing on The Plaza as part of our joyful blackbox series 
curated by The Reverend Shawn Amos. We close the month with Sunday 
Morning Music / Santa Monica featuring Salastina (April 27), a visionary 
ensemble that celebrates the rich heritage of chamber music while 
embracing its exciting future. We look forward to seeing you before the 
show on The Plaza for coffee, pastries, and live music from SOL-LA Music 
Academy.

Music is what moves us, and we look forward to sharing these incredible 
concerts in great company with you. As we continue through 2025 and 
beyond, our commitment to making every event special remains stronger 
than ever. Please stay tuned for exciting news and announcements, including 
that of our 2025/26 Season – more coming soon! 

Thank you for joining us now and in the future; we look forward to seeing 
you often!

  
Rob Bailis
Artistic and Executive Director

BroadStage Board of Directors

Jennifer Diener
Chair
Anne Taubman
Vice-Chair & Treasurer
Barbara Herman
Secretary
Karen Hohman Almeida
Dr. Susan Aminoff
Laurie Benenson
Katrin Czinger
Donald Girard
Dr. Nancy Greenstein
Dr. Kathryn E. Jeffery, SMC 
Superintendent/President
Richard Kendall
William Marks
Laura Maslon
Gregory Rae
Gerun Riley
Philip Rotner
Mark Smith

Rob Bailis
Artistic and Executive Director

Santa Monica College Board  
of Trustees 

Dr. Nancy Greenstein,
Chair
Dr. Sion Roy, 
Vice Chair
Dr. Luis Barrera Castañón;
Anastasia Foster;
Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez; 
Dr. Tom Peters; 
Rob Rader; 
Kathryn E. Jeffery, Ph.D.,
Superintendent/President
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Ellis Hall:  
“The Ambassador 
of Soul”

blackbox:
Ellis Hall: “The Ambassador of Soul”

Curated by  
The Reverend Shawn Amos

Saturday
Apr 26
8 p.m.
The Plaza

Jazz & Blues Sponsor:  
Richard and Lisa Kendall

blackbox Sponsor:  
Ann Petersen and Leslie Pam

Media Sponsor: KCRW

This program runs 75 minutes with 
no intermission.

Photo by Leighala Jim
enez-H

all
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About the Artists

About Ellis Hall
Ellis Hall, “The Ambassador of Soul” known for singing, 
songwriting and as a musician playing every instrument 
with a strong 5 octave vocal range and the lead vocalist and 
keyboardist for the soul-funk band Tower of Power. He per-
forms with most elite symphony orchestras worldwide 
including: His first being the Hollywood Bowl under the 
direction of his mentor Ray Charles. Since then he has per-
formed with prestigious 81-piece orchestras including the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra with Marvin Hamlisch con-
ducting to playing with the Boston Pops Orchestra, Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
National Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center, 
Seattle Symphony Orchestra, Rochester Symphony 
Orchestra, Hartford Symphony Orchestra and more. 

Ellis is currently performing two orchestra concept 
shows “Ray, Motown and Beyond” features such hits as 
Motown’s Heard It Through the Grapevine and Tower of 
Power’s Some Days Were Meant for Rain, with the second 
half of the show paying tribute to Ray Charles featuring hit 
songs like, I Can’t Stop Loving You, Unchain My Heart, Hit 
the Road Jack, and Georgia on My Mind. Additionally, 
“Soul Unlimited” is where he “Ellis-izes” songs from David 
Bowie’s Let’s Dance to Something by George Harrison 
along with Motown and other Soul hits. 

Born in Savannah, Georgia and raised partly in 
Claxton, GA. Ellis has been blind since he was 18 years old, 
but that doesn’t stop him from is mission in life. In fact, it 
has been the driving force behind the creation of a 3,800 
songs catalog full of Soul, Gospel, Blues and Pop composi-
tions. Among these works is the official song for his home-
town. He has worked alongside other greats such as Ray 
Charles, Stevie Wonder, James Taylor, Natalie Cole, 
Michael McDonald, Toby Keith, Herbie Hancock, George 
Benson, Emmy Lou Harris, Kenny G and many more. In 
addition, he was one of the lead vocalists of the California 
Raisins. 

Ellis has also successfully had his hand in Hollywood, 
recording and performing songs for live action and ani-
mated films such as “The Lion King 2,” “Shrek 2,” “Chicken 
Run,” “Invincible” and “Bruce Almighty". The Ambassador 
has even taken acting roles in “Big Momma’s House” 
(Martin Lawrence) and the crime drama “Catch Me If You 
Can” (Leonardo DiCaprio). Along with these amazing films, 
Mr. Hall was nominated for an Ovation Theater Award as 
“Best Lead Actor in a Musical” for his first stage role in “The 
Gospel at Colonus." As a dedicated philanthropist, Ellis has 
donated his time and talents to the eradication of human 
Trafficking through several organizations including his part-
nership with the United Nations, “Artists United Against 
Human Trafficking,” having donated proceeds from his 
song, “Be The Change” which is featured on the 3 disc 
compilation “Music To Inspire.” November 2019, he joined 
Guitar Legends 3 tour which also featured Billy Gibbons (ZZ 

Top) Steve Lukather (Toto) Warren Haynes (The Allman 
Brothers) and Nancy Wilson (Heart.) September 2021, Hall 
released his first studio album in more than 20 years “Doc 
Kupka Presents Let’s Make An Arrangement” which was 
considered for Grammy nomination. 

Most recently, Hall joined forces with 3x Grammy win-
ner, George Whitty on the song “Hug Me,” a reimaged ver-
sion of native Ukrainian artist Slava Varkachuk’s hit song 
“Obiymy,” with all proceeds going aide the Ukrainian peo-
ple as they struggle to rebuild in the wake of the ongoing 
war with Russia. Ellis continue to sell out shows nationally 
and internationally.

About The Reverend Shawn Amos
Celebrated recording artist and NAACP Image Award-

winning author Shawn Amos, best known as joyful blues-
man The Reverend Shawn Amos, is an astute storyteller of 
multiple mediums. Shawn invests his unique creative vision 
and business savvy in both his own work and the endeavors 
of countless collaborators. He honed these skills—and a 
restless entrepreneurial spirit—as a child of 1970s 
Hollywood, helping his father Wally “Famous” Amos launch 
a now-iconic cookie brand on then-gritty Sunset Boulevard.

Following a stint at NYU film school, Shawn wrote 
scripts for A & M lms by day, recording and performing 
original music focusing on race and identity by night. As a 
record company executive, he conceived and produced 
multiple releases for both Rhino Entertainment and Shout! 
Factory, including Grammy-nominated box set Rhapsodies 
in Black: Music & Words From the Harlem Renaissance and 
Q: The Musical Biography of Quincy Jones. The legendary 
Jones subsequently enlisted Shawn to oversee his Listen 
Up Foundation.

The new millennium saw Shawn unexpectedly pioneer 
content marketing for companies seeking a potent online 
voice. This fruitful path led to his current position with com-
munications agency Hudson Cutler, where Shawn counsels 
executives on everything from media appearances to 
change management. He is executive producer of the ani-
mated series, Cookies & Milk (based upon his debut book), 
in development at Disney, and author of middle-grade 
novel, Franklin and the Fabulous 5ive (2026 publication). 
The Reverend Shawn Amos Dance Party, an album of origi-
nals and 1960s dance classics, is forthcoming. Blackbox, 
the jazz and blues series he curates for Santa Monica per-
forming arts center BroadStage, is in its sixth year.
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May & June at BroadStage

Tickets available at broadstage.org!

MAY
8

JUN
11

JUN
7

MAY
10

JUN
21

May 8 
National Geographic Live: 
Earth After Dark 

May 10 
Chanticleer 

June 7 
Future Sounds of Jazz: 
Julius Rodriguez 

June 11 
Celebrity Opera: 
Gerald Finley 

June 21 
blackbox: 
Sing The Story: 
Celebrating 
Black Artistry from 
Gospel to Soul

bs-2425-Performances_ad-April-1.indd   9bs-2425-Performances_ad-April-1.indd   9 3/14/25   11:37 AM3/14/25   11:37 AM
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BroadStage Activations

Experience and Explore  Engage with the artists and each other beyond the stage. 
As part of our community, we invite you to experience 
our interactive workshops, open talks, festive gatherings, 
community field trips and more, to discover your own 
connection to the arts.

Everyone’s Here  Our In Community programs welcome participants that 
are intergenerational, encompass gender identities, include 
varied socioeconomic, racial, and cultural backgrounds, 
and strive to accommodate people of all abilities.

Learn more about the upcoming Artist Workshops & Residencies and Community 
Field Trips by visiting broadstage.org/activations.

Photo by A
ndrew

 Boone
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Become a
Member!

Benefit from your impact: your Membership not only 
supports the performing arts in our community, it also 
enables you to receive a range of exciting benefits.

Skip the line  Get first access to the best seats in  
the house.

Celebrate  
with us

 From our annual holiday soiree,  
to other gatherings and receptions, 
your social calendar will be full!

Get to know  
the artists

 Keep an eye on your inbox for exclusive 
invitations to artist workshops and 
behind-the-scenes events.

For a full listing of Membership benefits and to become 
a Member, visit broadstage.org/membership, email 
development@broadstage.org, or call 310.434.3590.
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INNER CIRCLE

$1,000,000 & ABOVE
The Eli and Edythe Broad  
 Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler – Lawrence  
 E. Deutsch Foundation

$200,000 & ABOVE
Audre Slater Foundation

$100,000 & ABOVE
Karen Hohman Almeida*
Bill and Laurie Benenson*
Richard and Lisa Kendall*
The Susan Stockel Fund  
 for Theatre

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous 
Katrin and Kevin Czinger*
Leonard M. Lipman   
 Charitable Fund
Los Angeles County  
 Department of Arts  
 and Culture
Laura Stevenson Maslon*
Ann Petersen and  
 Leslie Pam
Ralph M. Parsons   
 Foundation
Santa Monica Cultural  
 Affairs

$25,000 - $49,999
Bank of Montreal
Jennifer Diener*
District Three, L.A. County 
  Board of Supervisors
Los Angeles Philanthropic  
 Committee for the Arts
Maria Dylan
New England Foundation  
 for the Arts
Greg Rae - Rae Family  
 Foundation and Wayne  
 Grey Wilson Foundation*
Rosalinde and Arthur  
 Gilbert Foundation
Janet and Philip Rotner*
Anne Taubman*
Ruth Waddell and  
 Eric Stockel 

PRESENTERS CIRCLE

$15,000 - $24,999
Roger Allers and  
 Genaro Pereira
California Arts Council
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund  
James R. Mulally
 
$10,000 - $14,999
Jilla and Shallom Berkman
BMW Corporation
Angela and  
 Garland Campbell
Robert Cannon
Johnny Carson Foundation
Elizabeth Fowler and  
 Gary M. Sumers 
Kathryn E. Jeffery, Ph.D.  
 SMC Superintendent/ 
 President*
Elisa and William Marks*
Anita and Larry Miller
Molly Munger
Amelia and Ralph Saltsman
Judith Spector
Seth M. Weingarten, M.D.

$5,000 - $9,999
Dr. Susan and  
 Howard Aminoff*
Diana and Dan Attias
Rob Bailis
Sara and Stanley Bailis
Terese A. Mosher Beluris
Vanessa Benavides and  
 Sheila Bryant
Debi and Norris Bishton
Constance Chesnut and  
 Dr. Sheldon Benjamin
Professor Lee G. Cooper
BJ Dockweiler and  
 Frank Stiefel
Leslie and John Dorman
Brian Driscoll and  
 Jamey Anderson
Mary Hart and  
 Burt Sugarman
James Newton Howard  
 in memory of Antonio Lysy
Sacred River Wine
Sharon Keith
Kathy Kraas and  
 Leon Shapiro

Lisi and Lyle Poncher
Rhonda and Stanley Rubin –  
 Hafter Family Foundation
Santa Monica College  
 Foundation
Joan Seidel
Joy and Bob Steinberg
Victoria Sussman
Renae Williams Niles

$2,500 - $4,999 
Anonymous 
Robert Bennion
Jean Craig
Roberta A. Conroy  
Frank Gruber and  
 Janet Levin 
Norma Harris and  
 Frank Packard III
Susan and  
 David L. Hirsch III
Michaela and Rex Ito
Gregg Kelman
Kate Lally and  
 Paul Solomon
Michael Lizarraga
Silvern-Meister Family Fund
Anil and Shaheen Nanji
Pasadena Showcase House  
 for the Arts
Katie and Clark Porter
Melinda Rosenthal and  
 Larry Hicks
Michael and Laurie Schur
Anne-Marie Stephens
Janice and Mark Victor 

$1,500 - $2,499 
Robert C. Anderson
Andrew Bogen
Suzanne and Jeff Buhai 
Jeff and Susan Davidson
Robert and  
 Suzanne Davidow
Adrienne Forst
Dorée Gerold
Don and Blanca Girard
Whitney Green
Susan and Alan Greenberg
Sue and Larry Hochberg –  
 Hochberg Family  
 Foundation
Jones & Associates

The Katharine King Fund of  
 the Liberty Hill   
 Foundation
Suzanne and  
 Donald Kleinbub
Dennis Mathies
Lisa Pearl    
Elizabeth Puro
Matthew Rimmer
Bess and Stephen Shelton

MEMBERS CIRCLE 

$500 - $1,499
Grant Abramson and  
 Miriam Muscarolas
Debra and David Alpert
Shawn Amos
Chikako and William Archer 
Jamie Bishton and  
 Christian Kraus
Andrew Bogan
JoAnn and Wade Bourne
Lily and Tom Brod
Janet Carter
David Carlisle
Catherine Castelli
Center Dance Arts at  
 The Los Angeles Music  
 Center
David Choi
Tracy Condon and  
 Michael Harberberger
Robert Estrin
Larry Falconio
Carol Gee
Nancy Greenstein*
Aliza and Marc Guren
Sirilak Hirschmann
Jeremy Hobbs
Christian and  
 Derrick Hodge
Freya and Mark Ivener 
Punya Jain
Jane Jelenko 
Adam Jones
Gail Johnson
Leslie Kahan
Dr. Kathy Kaprinyak
Elizabeth Kasimow
Jonathan Kaufelt and  
 Holly Corn
Patricia Keating
Tim and Michael Kittleson

Thank you to our donors 
Your support helps keep the performing arts thriving here on the Westside. 

This list is updated quarterly.

Special thanks to our board members. We are so grateful to them for their leadership and unwavering support. 
Board member households are indicated with an *.
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Coco and Frans Klinkenberg
Kozicki Family
Kristina Krofft and  
 Jim Fosler
Lena and Mark Labowe
David and Pam Lachoff
Deborah Lacusta and  
 Dan Castellaneta
Karen Levi and  
 Mitchell Sack
Gary Levine
Madeline Levine
The Lucy Fund
Stephanie and  
 Bernd Lunkewitz
Kelley McIntosh
Erin McGuire
Anne and Ronald Mellor
Lucia Micarelli and  
 Eric Byers

Bill Minderhout
Dr. Margie Mirell
MM Music Agency LLC.
Julie Chen and  
 Les Moonves
Gerit Murray Morguelan
Linda Nathanson
Aulana and Dr. Bruce Peters
Prewoznik Foundation
Suzanne Prince
Tom Pryor and Vince Imhoff
Didi Reuben and  
 Rabbi Steven Reuben
Gerun Riley and  
 Jason Wilborn
Carli Rogers
Steven Saferin
Chris Schmidt
Nancy and  
 Steven Schneider

Elliott Sernel
Deirdre Shipstead
Carol and Arthur Silbergeld
Eric Small
Linda Sullivan and  
 Bob Myers
William Temko
Jeanette Truppe
Sue Tsao
Lori and Zach Wagner
Evelyn and Granville Ward 
Karen and Alan Weil  
Kimberly and Lee West 
Karl Vincent Wickliff
Vincent Wilburn
Jan and Eddie Woods
Susan Yamato
Nicole Yorkin

BroadStage gratefully 
acknowledges Santa 
Monica College’s  
continued support and 
involvement.

We thank Designs by 
David for providing  
flowers at each 
performance.

Thank you to our BroadStage sponsors BroadStage gratefully acknowledges the 2024/25 
Season Sponsors: 
Karen Hohman Almeida 
Audre Slater Foundation

Celebrity Opera Recitals at BroadStage are 
generously supported by the Lloyd E. Rigler — 
Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation.

Classical Series Sponsor: Los Angeles Philanthropic 
Committee

Jazz & Blues Sponsor: Richard and Lisa Kendall

Future Sounds of Jazz Festival is sponsored in part by 
BMW.

Future Sounds of Jazz Festival: BroadStage gratefully 
acknowledges the generous support of: Richard 
and Lisa Kendall, Barbara Herman, Garland and 
Angela Campbell, and Third District, LA County 
Board of Supervisors. 

Theatre Sponsor: Laurie and Bill Benenson

blackbox Sponsor: Ann Petersen and Leslie Pam

Chanticleer Presenting Patron Sponsor:  
James R. Mulally

The presentation of Is It Thursday Yet? In Association 
with La Jolla Playhouse was made possible by the 
New England Foundation for the Arts' National 
Dance Project, with lead funding from the Doris 
Duke Foundation and the Mellon Foundation.

Future Sounds of Jazz Series: Richard and Lisa Kendall. 
This project was also funded (in part) by a grant 
from Pasadena Showcase House for the Arts.

BroadStage thanks Sacred River Wines for donating 
wine for Future Sounds of Jazz Festival and for our 
food pairing series.

LEONARD M. LIPMAN 
CHARITABLE FUND

AUDRE SLATER 
FOUNDATION
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Staff

Administration

Rob Bailis
Artistic and Executive 
Director
Matthew Rimmer
Managing Director

Development

Nina Hadži-Nešić
Individual Giving Officer
Wil Roberts
Member and Donor 
Acquisition Officer
Andrew Chorbi
Development and Database 
Management Associate

Programming

Eric Bloom
Director of Artistic Planning
Ilaan Egeland Mazzini
Director of Programs & 
Activations
Mónica M. Sahagún
Education & Activations 
Manager

Production and  
Theater Operations

John Mulhern
Director of Production and 
Theater Operations
Kate Hamilton
Production Manager
Joannarae Ibañez
Associate Company 
Manager
Rich Schade
Theater Operations 
Manager
Carl Lieberman
Piano Technician

Marketing 

Brittany A. Gash
Director of Marketing & 
Communications 
Carly Regal
Marketing and 
Communications Manager
Caroline Murphy
Marketing Coordinator

Audience Services

Evan Nichols
Senior Manager, Ticket 
Operations & Partnerships

Administration

Gail Johnson
Administrative Assistant

Accounting

Jones & Associates

Press

pH Collective

Patron Services 
Associates

Chandler David, Catarina 
Desrosiers, Emily Ellis, 
Susanna Erdos, Tim 
Hanson, Brittany Mackey, 
Elizabeth Sandoval

Front of House

Nick Ruth
Assistant House Manager 
Drew Petriello
Lead Usher

Ushers

Zander Ayeroff, Felicia 
Blankenship, Lyn Chan, 
Jamie Concepcion,  
Go Decker, Ahbai Jones, 
Jordi Kligman, Alma 
Margado, Marcello 
Mazzini, Darryl McCrary, 
Josiah Neumann, Jimi 
Poulin, Russell Ramierez, 
Alice Rona, Mike White, 
Alissa Wilsey 

Production Assistants

Amanda Eckert, Camila 
Robles, David Ha, Jessica 
Nicole, Kim Wong, Simon 
Gissler, Timothy Kennedy

Santa Monica College Staff

Donald Girard
Senior Director of 
Government Relations  
and Institutional 
Communication
Mitchell Heskel
Dean, Education Enterprise
Linda Sullivan
Associate Dean Facilities 
Programming 
Robert Rudolph
Production Manager
Siamanto Ismaily
Theater Technical Director
Joy Bice, Tom Carter, 
Carlos Lucio,  
Michael Gunderson, 
Adrian Thomas
Lead Theater Technicians
Jonathan Ng
Digital Marketing 
Coordinator

We offer a number of services to accommodate persons 
requiring mobility, vision, and hearing access. If you 
have questions or would like to request additional 
accommodations, please contact Patron Services at 
310.434.3200 at least two weeks in advance of the 
performance to ensure best possible arrangements.


